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SERMONS AND ADDRESSES 603 

a feeling. To say that the purpose has been realized is faint praise for a 

book that is not only one of the best of its class, but one of rare value from 

every point of view. 

Lathan A. Crandaix. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

All students who have been helped in their religious thinking by Presi- 
dent Harper — and their name is legion — will welcome this small volume 1 
of collected addresses. All teachers and preachers, even if not as yet 
personally indebted to the author, will be glad of the opportunity to study 
his method of approach to minds immature and perplexed. The religious 
faith here set forth is marked by utmost simplicity. While there is no scorn 
of creedal forms, yet there is no attempt at a philosophical or historical 
exposition of Christianity. There are no specially novel insights or atti- 
tudes. But there is throughout the twelve addresses a simple, sturdy 
faith in the Christianity of the four gospels as the solution of the deepest 
problems of thought and action. 

The sympathy with young life is unmistakable. What the writer says 
in the most important of these papers — that on "Bible Study and the 
Religious Life" — is true of all: 

The positions suggested are those which I have tested in my own personal 

experience God knows how many men in trouble and misery it has been 

my lot to meet and in some small way perhaps to help. 

The altruistic spirit breathes through every address; as, for example: 

How can one best fit himself beforehand for the disappointments of life, and 
for all its suffering? .... Begin at once to suffer, if you have not already begun. 
Try to find a disappointment. Not of course your own, but some one's else. 
Enter into his situation; put yourself by his side. 

The treatment of religious difficulties is robust and sensible. 

Some of us in our Bible study are troubled with the so-called difficulties. I 
am afraid that the number of such persons is too small. To be thus troubled 
indicates two things: that one has actually been engaged in study .... also 

that the man is honest Do not, for the sake of all that you hold sacred, 

allow the existence of intellectual difficulties to interfere with the progress of your 
practical religious life. 

The subjects of the addresses vary all the way from one on "The 
Trials of Life" to one on "America as a Missionary Field." The intense 
interest of President Harper in these themes is contagious. He frankly 
affirms that colleges and universities are not today discharging their duty 

1 Religion and the Higher Life: Talks to Students. William Rainey Harper. 
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1904. 184 pages. $1. 
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in offering help to students whose faith is perplexed by the results of the 
classroom and the laboratory. "In any case," he writes in the preface, 
"I have discharged in a measure a responsibility which has weighed upon 
me more heavily than any other connected with the office which I have 
been called to administer." 

This volume, 2 published at the request of the faculty of the Union 
Theological Seminary, consists of addresses delivered on various occasions 
while Dr. Hastings was president of the seminary. It begins with his 
inaugural address, delivered in 1881, and closes with a series of "Short 
Talks at Morning Prayers." It clearly reveals the diligence, the moral 
enthusiasm, and the strong personality of the author. It holds much the 
same conception of the preacher's office as that expounded by Professor 
Phelps, of Andover. It has about it something of the stateliness, the 
high-bred courtesy, the wide reading of a former time, and shows no touch 
of the sociological and civic interests which are so prominent in the life of 
our younger ministers today. But the thought is always robust, the 
style clear, and the "short talks" are condensed sermons that are full of 
stimulus. To the graduates of the seminary especially the volume will be 
helpful and encouraging. 

* Union Seminary Addresses. By Thomas S. Hastings. New York: Scribner, 
1904. 266 pages. $1.50. 

William Herbert Perry Faunce. 

Brown University. 



